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then only, we shall understand their reciprocal dependence,
their secret relations, the exact meaning of every link, and
we shall rise "by a scale of relative perfection to the most
transcendent and luminous truths.

" With what feelings shall our souls be filled, when, having
studied to its depths the economy of a world, we shall fly to
another, and compare the two I How perfect shall our cos-
mology be then! How wide the generalization and great the
fecundity of our principles, the succession, the mass, the
exactness of our knowledge I What light shall be shed from
so many different objects upon the other branches of our
studies, upon physics, geometry, astronomy, rational science,
and especially upon that divine study whose object is the
Supreme Being.

" All these truths are chained together, and the most distant
are held to the nearest by hidden links, which it is the end
of understanding to discover. Newton, no doubt, exulted in
having discovered the secret relation between the fall of a
stone and the motion of a planet; when he shall be one day
transformed into a celestial intelligence, he will smile at this
child's play, and his profound geometry will be to him only
the first elements of another Infinite.

" Man's reason has already penetrated beyond all the plane-
tary worlds; it has raised itself up to heaven, where God
dwells; it contemplates the august throne of the Ancient of
Days, it beholds all the spheres rolling beneath His feet, and
obeying the impulse of His hand, it hears the acclamations of
all the intelligences, and, mingling its adoration and its praise
with the ma/jestic song of the hierarchies, it cries with the
deepest consciousness of its own nothingness: ' Holy, holy,
holy, is He who is eternal, and the All Good; glory be to
God in the highest, and good-will towards man!' Oh ! the
depth of the riches of the Divine Goodness, which is not